
Who’s Who at Smyrna?
Gladson Devaraj became 
the manager at Smyrna 
Home in 2013, and we 
asked him to share a 
little of his life story. He 
summarised it in four 
words, ‘My life – A miracle’.
Two months premature 
and blue in colour, a baby 
boy was born to Mr and 
Mrs Devaraj in Ooty in 

August 1979. The doctors gave up hope, so it 
is purely by God’s grace that I am alive today, 
and I know that it was not God’s plan for me 
to perish. 
My early education was in an Anglo-Indian 
school in Coonoor. I dropped out of high 
school but managed to pass my exams a 
year later. After completing my diploma in 
an automobile course, I was selected in a 
campus interview, to work as an intern with 
Hindustan Motors (they made the iconic 
Ambassador cars of India) shortly after the 
summer holiday. But that summer turned out 
to be something different as I happened, 
accidentally to attend a camp conducted by 
Youth for Christ, where I committed my life to 
follow Jesus. 
I was associated with YFC for some years 
and then went on to study theology. I have 
a Master of Divinity degree and am now 
pursuing a Masters in Theology at ATA (Asia 
Theological Association) Bangalore. After 
graduation I worked as a teacher and helped 

in school administration at Kachhawa Christian 
School, Mirzapur (near Varanasi) in Northern 
India.  

I am married to Ruth 
Sheeba. We have an  
8 year-old son, Johann 
David, and on 20th May 
this year welcomed 
Juana Kristin.

Sponsor Programme
The total number of children being sponsored by 
Smyrna Fellowship Trust is over 500, with around 
120 of these being supported by sponsors in 
UK.  There are a steady stream of new children 
who apply for support and the Sponsorship 
Department at Smyrna do a great job in selecting 
children who are from the neediest families and 
who are likely to respond well to help with their 
education.  At the time of writing, we are looking 
for sponsors for two children:
Ananya
Ananya’s mother deserted 
the family and remarried. Her 
father also re-married and left 
Ananya to be brought up by her 
grandparents. Her grandfather 
works as a labourer but has a very low income, 
which is not sufficient to meet the needs of the 
family and Ananya’s education. She studies well, 
and is a bright girl.
Deepak – 9 years old
Deepak’s father died of a heart 
attack a year ago leaving his 
mother to raise the family (Deepak 
plus his younger brother and 
sister).  She only receives a very 
small income as an agricultural 
worker. He’s a smart boy and good at his studies.  
For a commitment of just £10 per month (plus 
Gift Aid, if applicable), sponsors have the 
opportunity to change the world for a poor child 
in India and make a lasting difference for their 
family.
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We are so grateful to 
all who support Friends 
of Smyrna Home by 
sponsorship or gifts. You 
are encouraging a great 
team in India, who meet 
the needs of all ages and 
especially children. Here 
are some of the team 
making masks to give away. 

Thank You

Moyar After-school Club 
Most of the children 
sponsored through Smyrna 
live in the small villages in  
the hills that surround Ooty, 
or in the town itself. However, 
there is also a significant 
cluster who live in or around 

Moyar, which is a small 
rural village at the foot 
of the Nilgiri Hills, about 
an hour’s drive via a 
mountain road with 36 
sharp hairpin bends. 
Samuel Prabakhar, the 

Chair of the Trustees, has a house in the area 
and, as well as finding children who will respond 
well to sponsorship, he has established an after-
school club where 20–30 children gather each 
evening, to encourage each other with their 
homework and get help when needed. This is 
particularly valuable in an area where it may well 
be that parents or grandparents looking after 
them are unable to read or write. Tony and Val 
Neal have had the opportunity to visit the Moyar 
centre twice over the last 18 months and say it’s 
been wonderful to experience the friendliness 
and enthusiasm of the children as well as seeing 
the great work that is being done. 
As well as providing accommodation for the 
after-school club, the building 
at Moyar has recently been 
equipped with a few sewing 
machines and is now being 
used during the day to 
provide some much-needed 
employment for some of the 
local women.

Smyrna Under Lockdown
Following the vision of David and Gill Hines, this 
year the main building has been refurbished 
and transformed into a guest-house with 6 
attractive rooms. This has generated a significant 
proportion of the income needed to support the 
trust’s charitable work, reducing dependence on 
aid from overseas. However, the coronavirus has 
severely affected this. Although the incidence 
of the virus in the Nilgiri Hills area has been 
relatively low, India has been placed under 
lockdown and the guest-house revenue ceased 
overnight. 
Also, many of the poorest families supported 
through Smyrna have seen their income 
suddenly dry up, with no government support. 
But, the folk at Smyrna have responded to this 
challenge by buying and distributing food 
parcels to many who need it. Thanks to the 
very generous donations from our supporters, 
Friends of Smyrna Home have also been able 
to help by increasing our financial support and 
despite the difficulties, the grace of God has 
been evident in many ways. At the end of May, 
Samuel Prabhakar wrote:

Income and Expenditure Breakdown for the year to 31st March 2020

Income 2019–2020 = £41473

Expenditure 2019–2020 = £40368
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‘God is good for He has provided help from 
various sources, including Friends of Smyrna 
Home, UK. Yesterday, we gave an ex-gratia  
one-off payment to our Smyrna permanent 
staff, with a lesser amount to part-time staff. 
This was a great miracle our God has done.  
Elderly beneficiaries  
were given monthly  
groceries at their  
doorsteps. We  
distributed 60 food  
parcels. Thanks for  
all the help.’ 


