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Welcome to our latest newsletter. Thank you  

for your continued support and prayers. 

info@smyrna.org.uk
www.friendsofsmyrnahome.com

Sponsor Programme
The covid-19 pandemic has continued to have a 
major effect on the sponsor programme and new 
ways are being found to support the children. 
Since March we have not been able to hold the 
regular sponsor children meetings, but we have 
kept in contact with most of them by mobile. The 
sponsor money has been transferred and we 
have visited their homes to deliver groceries and 
snacks. Many of the children have been taking 
their lessons by phone as they are unable to go to 
school, hence the help with this.

We are always seeking sponsors for some needy 
children; if you think you could help, please get 
in touch with us. Just £10 per month (plus Gift Aid 
where applicable) can make a lasting difference to  
a poorer child and their family.

There are also several children whose schooling 
is on hold during the pandemic because they do 
not have access to a suitable phone or tablet. A 
donation of £65 would provide a phone and make  
a huge difference to their education. Please 
contact us if you could help.   

Samuel Prabhakar the Chairman  
of Smyrna Home writes:

Greetings from Smyrna Fellowship 
Trust, Ootacamund, where we were 
terribly affected by covid-19 with a 
partial lock-down in April. However, 
this has created many opportunities. 

We have started organic gardening and have 
reinstated the knitting, sewing and craft centres. 
Our bakery now produces cakes, pizzas, burgers, 
and buns. A new poultry coop is getting ready and 
a citrus saplings nursery will start functioning in 6 
months. The Guest house was completely closed, 

affecting our revenues. Friends of Smyrna UK 
were first to respond and supported team 
salaries, but many others have come to our aid.

We raised donations to give 
provisions to help needy, aged, 
and tribal people, many of whom 
had lost their jobs. People were 
starving. Elderly people were given 
monthly food parcels.

We distributed the sponsorship amount to 
almost all the sponsored children, either directly 
or by bank transfer. We have given android 
phones to 22 of our 
sponsor children to 
enable them to study 
online.
Sadly, three of our 
Trustees, the Manager 
and one of our team suffered from covid-19. 
All of them have now recovered and we are all 
working to upgrade Smyrna and do everything 
to raise income locally.
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Nazreen 
Nazreen is an orphan 
under the care of her 
Grandmother, who 
has been sponsored 
for many years. Their 
only income is from 
her grandmother who works a few days a week as a 
day labourer. They live in a small house owned by a 

relative. Nazreen is not 
only studious but also 
good at painting.  

Her ambition is to become 
a businesswoman. She 
managed to borrow an 
android phone from her 
uncle  to attend online classes (due 
to the pandemic), but this was very 
embarrassing for her. We were able 
to buy her a new phone, which was 
donated by the daughter in law of 
one of the Trustees. She was very happy to receive 
this and is now able to study more effectively.

35 years of history part 1
The Smyrna Fellowship Trust in Ooty was founded in 
1985, to help orphans and the destitute, with a focus 
of giving these children a foundation for their lives 
through education.
The Trust was registered (No.21/1985) and based 
at the six and a half acres campus at Bishops Down, 
Ootacamund, now known as Smyrna Home.
35 years on the aims are the same. Supporting the 
education of the disadvantaged children, by taking 
care of their educational expenses from primary 
to college level and today over 500 children are 
sponsored in the Nilgiris.
The criteria for selecting children for sponsorship is 
orphans, children of poor widows/single/chronically 
sick parents, or from large poor families. Caste, 

News from Anik and Peace, who  
run the recycling craft centre at 
Smyrna Home
This has been a challenging year, but we still 
experience the greatness of God, especially as 
Peace has just recovered from cancer treatment. 
Regarding our prison 
ministry, we haven’t 
been able to visit since 
March but we have 
continued working at 
home using the many 
paper crafts made 
by the prisoners, and our friends have just started 
coming back into the workshop. An ex-inmate is also 
working from home. Some of the ladies who work 
at Smyrna have been making shopping bags from 
re-cycled fabric for the gift shop. 
One of the prison inmates wrote asking for help 
for their family and we provided some food. The 
superintendent wrote to us to say that the inmates 
are missing us so much and want some work to 
do. Normally we give them a Christmas gift and 
celebrate together, but this year it may come down 
to posting some gifts and cake. We want to let them 
know we remember and care for them. Thanks for 
your prayers. Anik

Years

Years

religion, colour or nationality is no bar for the 
selection process.
Smyrna provides uniforms, shoes, books etc. and 
school fees. The children are encouraged to attend 
a monthly sponsor meeting held on Saturdays.
Where families are in dire need they are given food 
parcels and medical help.
Those unable to go to college, receive technical 
training or apprenticeships. The goal is to enable 
children to become independent and self-sufficient.
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Christmas and birthday greetings  
for Sponsor children

If you’d like to send a greeting to your sponsor 
child, please send to the following address with 
your child’s name and sponsor number clearly 
marked on the card. They’d love to hear from you!

Smyrna Fellowship Trust
11 R.K.Puram
Bishop’s Down
Ootacamund 643001
The Nilgiris
Tamil Nadu
India

All of us  involved, whether  
in India or here in  

the UK, trust Christmas  
will be a special and 
peaceful time and  
that 2021will be  

a year full of hope  and joy.


