
New Sponsorship Guidelines
Sponsoring children 
through their 
education remains 
one of the major 
activities at Smyrna 
and there is a constant 
stream of applications 
from children from 
needy families who 
are seeking support. 
Friends of Smyrna 
Home are currently 
producing some new guidelines for sponsoring 
a child and we will be looking to send these to 
existing sponsors, and to potential sponsors. 
The child sponsorship scheme offers a 
fantastic opportunity to make a life-changing 
contribution to a child from a needy family in 
India for just £10 per month and, if you know 
someone who might consider becoming a 
sponsor, please encourage them on our behalf.  
If they are interested but would like some 
further information, please let us have their 
contact details because we would love to get in 
touch with them.
As well as the regular contributions, some 
sponsors like to send an additional gift for their 
child’s birthday and/or at Christmas and the 
new guidelines will include some information 
about how best to do this.  

News of Sponsor Children
Over the past 12 months, a number of children 
supported by our UK sponsors have completed 
their academic education 
and no longer need 
financial support. One of 
these was Gokulapriya who 
has been sponsored from 
8th grade at school until 
she recently completed 
a BSc. She, and her 
brother Mukesh, applied 

for sponsorship after 
their father suddenly 
suffered a severe stroke and was no longer 
able to provide for the family. The family 
had to move to a smaller house, the children 
had to move from their private school and 
since that time they have had to rely on the 
meagre income that their mother has been 
able to earn through working long hours in 
the fields. The sponsorship through Smyrna 
has enabled this family to survive a major 
setback and made sure that the children can 
complete their education which sets them in 
good stead for the future. 
There are many families in the Ooty region 
who face the sort of difficulties experienced 
by Gokulapriya’s family and the sponsorship 
department at Smyrna receive applications 

from needy 
families every 
week. We’re 
very grateful 
that many of our 
sponsors are able 
and willing to 
commit to 
sponsoring a new 
child when the 
child they have 
been sponsoring 
completes their 
education. 
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Spring Newsletter 2023
Welcome to our latest newsletter. Thank you  

for your continued support and prayers.



Who’s who at Smyrna

Asirvatham David 
Those who’ve had the 
privilege to visit Smyrna 
Home will have fond 
memories of David 
and the incredible 
contribution he 
continues to make to the 
running of the premises. 
He has great handiwork 
skills which he used 
over many years to help 
with the maintenance of the campus. David is 
officially ‘retired’ but he is still in charge of the 
Tea Garden and is an expert in keeping it well 
maintained. He is a fantastic host for visiting 
groups, getting up early to prepare breakfast 
and staying late to cook an evening meal. 
David has just returned from a visit to his two 
grandchildren in Ghana where his daughter, 
Lydia lives with Divyan (son of Malathy) who 

runs a logistics 
company. David’s son, 
Dileep, is studying 
for an MBA. When 
he’s not working at 
Smyrna or looking 
after his family, David 
occasionally finds time 
to play the trumpet. 
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Smyrna Curry Evening
A crowd of over 
fifty of us gathered 
at the Viceroy in 
Virginia Water on 6th 
February and really 
enjoyed a great curry 
and a memorable 
evening together. As 
well as the good food 
and drink, we tested 
our knowledge of 
all things Indian with 
a quiz and shared 
something of the history and current vision of 
Smyrna. It was good to catch up with some old 
friends, and to meet some new people, and to 
sense the enthusiasm amongst our supporters 
for the work that is going on at Smyrna. The 
cost of the meal had already been covered by 
some generous gifts, so all the donations we 
received will be sent out to support Smyrna in 
India. 
We’re thrilled that donations on the evening, 
together with others we’ve received so far 
direct into the FOSH bank account, amount 
to well over £3,000. We’re very grateful to all 
who came for your support and generosity, 
and don’t worry if you weren’t able to join 
us – I don’t think it will be too long before we 
organise another Curry Evening!

Christmas at Smyrna
Christmas at Smyrna was celebrated at a 
number of different events. The sponsor 
children Christmas celebration and lunch was 
held on 3rd December, with over 500 children 
and parents attending. Many of the Smyrna 
team and children took part with readings, 
music and drama, and Dr.Raja, professor at 
Agri university, was a special guest.  
A special Christmas event was also arranged 
for the local elderly folk who are part of the 
feeding programme. Later in December, a 
celebration for those who work at Smyrna 
was led by a team from Scripture Union, with 
action songs, drama and games, and a Biriyani 
lunch. It was an opportunity for the team to 
rededicate their lives to God and to their work 
at Smyrna. All occasions were much enjoyed!

The Smyrna bakery was 
also kept busy this year 
sending out traditional 
Christmas cakes for 
sale.


